
To the Torvn of Bass [-ake Board of Supervisors concerning the draft ordinance for the Public Access Strip in

Norlhlvoods Beach:

Since rnv last nalne is Packee. I expect that this ivill be taken as just anotlrer complaint frotn tlre Packee

fatrily. Horvever, I have stayed out o1'this tcl this point. I havc some questions that have not bccn ansncrccl

and I do not want to take valuable tirnc at the shofi pLrblic hearing to ask thern. l-hus. this letter is being sent.

When I taught studeuts to analyze r.vritings 1'or nranipulation and deceit. the flrst question they lvere to ask

themselves rvas wlro rvould bencfit fi'om this. I lvor-rld likc to knor'v lvhat the []oard sees as the bcncllt o1-the

ordinance to the torvn and to the aft-ected propcfty owners. Sincc it is obvious fiorn the letters ancl

conversations that rnenrbers o1'the afl-ectcd propcrty'owners havc bccn havirrg that legal action r'vill have to be

taken to overtunr this if it is passed. cloes it bcneflt thc-fown o1'IJass l,ake to spcnd tax dollars to clcf-cncl this

ordinance'? Ilasthcattonreylbrthetorvnreadthestipulatiorrsof'the 1967 lawsuitrvhichspecificallyprohibit
carlpine. picnics. vchiclcs. ancl loitcring/ ll'the attonlcy has read the stipulations, Irow can the orc'lirtance

contain any languagc tlrat irnplies tlrat any of tlrese uscs are pcrnritted'/ Are tlre supervisors awarc lhat thcv

can be sued singly and severely for the irnpacts of tlris ordinance il'they pass it in opposition to the larvsuit

rvlrich cstablislrcd orvrrership'/ As the original drali o1-the ordinarrce did not have arr accurate Initp ol'thc
Stri;1. docs thc'l-orvn Survcy rrow accuratcly depict thc Public Strip or does it.iust rc-cstablislt knolvn prollcrt\
lincsofthe abuttiugproperlics'? WhatvalLreclocsthispropcrtyhavcfbrtltc'l-owuofBassl-akcrvhichtttakes
it neccssary to pass a punitive ordinancc irnpacting l'crver than 60 propcrtics (nrost of rvhich arc scasortal)'l

Whv has thc To*'n allorved this to get so lar out o1'control that it rvill go to cout1 and only bcncllt tltc lauvcrs

litigating it lvhen such litigation is not ncccssarv'l Wlr1,has the attoruey'lorthc-l'ou,n not looked irtto tlte

Icgalitics of-translcrring the property to the abuttiug owners il.thc Board can vacate an alley olT
-l'lroroughfirre 

Road. rvhy can it not vacatc a llarvcd, fifty year old court decision and turn the propertl over t(,

the abutting landor.vners'l 'l-he benelit to tlre l-orvn ol'vacating and dcccling thc propcrty rvoulcl bc an incrcasc

in propertl,taxcs and thc rernoval ol'an onerous ordirrance llhiclr could easily spawn lLrrtlrcr lar'lsuits i1'ttot

applicd f airly to all abutting owners. 'l'hc neccssity lbr this ordinancc defles logic and tltc rvltole proccss

shoLrld be stopped rtolv.

Orre last thing-is thc Iloard aware that onc of thc dcl'cndants nanrcd in thc 1967 larvsLrit rvas dcccasccl at thc

tirne the lar.vsuit rvas frlcd. Ilorvever, he rvas louncl to havc dcfhultcd as he did not reply. An explanatiott ol'

the legalitics of suing a deceased property owncr (not his cstatc) and the irnpacts such actions coLrld have on

the 1967 decisiorr rvould be wclconrc frorr 1'our attorncy.

.lLrdith Packee
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To the Town of Bass Lake Board of Supervisors

(l was going to make a callto one board member and thought a letter would get to them all)

As a property owner in the Town of Bass Lake we are very concerned about the proposed ordinance that
is to be passed on Monday, July 1-1-'n. We bought our property in 2003. Little did we know there was

such a thing as the Public Access Strip in the front yard of our property. So when all this commotion
startedwiththePAS. Wehadnocluewhatanyofthisevenmeant. Maybethatisourfault. However,

l'm not going to get into all the details of a couple of situations that happened to start allthe nonsense

of this ordinance or point any fingers. I will give you some of my personal thoughts on some of this, but
will keep it short. You have gotten several letters from many property owners and its very clear how

everyone feels about the ordinance. Which, you the board, should want to listen to the property

owners. We are the ones that pay the taxes and we all need to work on situations like this together.

The frontage in front of our cabin is washing away from the high water levels and tires are coming out of
the bank laying in the water. No one has come by our cabin to check out the erosion. And if they did

would you be willing to pay roughly S10,000 to riprap the shoreline? That is what it would cost. This is
just one property on the strip. Just think if you had to do severall THIS ISIUSTONE EXAMPIE. Do you

really want to dealwith these situations? The property owners can work with the DNR on restoring the

shoreline. This property means nothing to you or has no value to you. lT DOES TO USI We are willing

to pay taxes to the Bass Lake Township.

This entire ordinance dealis ridiculous. We don't want a relationship with the town that is going to

make people mad or bitter. What happened to working things out and coming up with a reasonable

solution. Not just sticking it to us.

We urge the Board to vote to delay this ordinance and give us more time. We feelthe best option

would be to convey the property to the respective owners. Put it on the tax role. This property is of no

value to you or the public. lf someone were to walk on the PAS in front of our cabin. They would
literally be 20 from my patio doors. Sorry, but that is not ok with me. There is no beach for people to
walk on. My husband and I are trying to move to the lake. We love our place and have become friends

with our neighbors. We have plans to move there within the next year. But then I ask myself do I really

want to dealwith allthis mess, or do we selland move?? Then lthought no! We all need to work on

this together and figure it out. And be civil to one another like real people should. There is no reason

why we can't come up with a better solution to all this that works out for the property owners and the
TownofBassLake. Wedon'twanthardshipbetweenpartieslll!! Letsresolvethismatter.

Thank you

Billie Jo and Pat Sabin
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Erica Warshawsky

Fronr: "JanresHackbarth"<.irhack@mac.corn>
I)ate: 'l'hursday. July 07, 2016 l0:02 PM
To: "E,rica Warsharvsky" <ericaw@basslakcwi.gov>
Cc: <conservationstrip@gnrai l.corn>
Subject: Bl.l'Ordinance

I anr on unable to attend the rneeting on 1 I July 2016 regarding the proposed Public Access
Strip ordinance. The following email shall be distributed to each board member. read out
loud at the meetins. and entered into the administrative record.

Mcnrbcrs of thc Board.

As a concerned citizcn. hor-ncowncr. and lilelorrg (40t'years) steward ol'l-ac Courte Oreilles. I'nr
disappointed to scc thc clisrcgard and bad laith poscd by this ordinance lbr taxpayers and propcrtv
o\\'ncrs r,vho sharc thc san-tc lovc lbr thc elrvironrtrcnt and lake that you claim to.

At this time when w,e all celebratc tliis nation's indcpcndcncc l}om tyrannical rulc and taxation r,vithoul
representation. it wor"rld serve Lrs rvell to recognize thc high "lakcliont" taxes payed by what you
considcr to bc non-owners ol'the lakcl'ront. who ir-rcidcntally arc in nrany cases seasonal residenls u'ho
har,'c no right to vote fbr or agninsl those imposing this ordinancc. and tlic llrst-linc stcwardship b1' thc
vast nra.jority o1-propertl'owncrs to rnaintarin water qLrality. prL'\'ent crosion. support liagilc hillsides.
and preserve the naturarl beauty of a lake systcnt rvc all lovc in spitc o1-a historical lack of nranagcnrcnt
bv llass l-ake Township.

While 1he issues with this ordinance are nLlmcrous. I wish to highliglit a f-ew that arc most egrcgioLrs:

l. -l'he ordinance consistently ref-ers to Ilass Lake'l'ownship as thc owncrs o1'thc rcsL'rve strips.
horvcvcr. the to*,nship has taken littlc intcrcst historically in rnanaging the reservc strips and prcsen ing
thc cnvironment. while at the same time imposing lakefl'ont taxcs on thosc who by yor-rr orvn clellnilion
do not o\un anv lakell'ont. It is the taxpaying resiclents u'ho have taken signiflcant effort and personal
cost to protect and maintain the shoreline with no assistancc or support l}om 1hc "owners".

2. -l'he 
ordinance absr-rrdly expects to preserve the lakes' watcr quality lcvels and prevent shore line

crosion by punishing approxin-ratcly 50 property o\\,rlers. while hundreds o1-other lakefiont orvners hatvc

no rcstrictior-rs on clocks. boat lifis. staircascs. boat houses. vcgetation. etc. Morcovcr. Bass Lakc
'l'ou,nship attempts to do this. u,hile the issues ol'cnvironmental degradation and water quality'rvoLrld bc
best addressed. with all propcrty owners being held to the same standard. by the Department o1'Natural
Rcsourccs.

3. l'his ordinance lails to lbllou'basic due process and treat property owners and tax paying rcsidcnts
u'itli the respect they deserve. Not only are rve threatened with repressive flnes for failure to fbllor,v thc
diktats of a board that in rnany cases \\'c- are unable to vote for or against (though the board happily'
takes our tax dollars and bcncl'rts liom our spending-while we residents impose a negligible liscal
burden on the community). but thc committee attempted to ram-rod the ordinance through by limiting
time lbr discussion or debate and punish the majority of responsible property owners fbr the perceivcd
transgressions of a few.

7 t10t2016
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4. -l'he ordinance ignores previous court rulings protecting the rights and responsibilities of propertv
o\\'ners.

As an United States Air Force officer r.l'ith 25 years of service to our nation, I understand that our
l-ederal form of govcrnmcnt wisely puts diflbrent tasks at difl'erent levels-and reserves certain riglits
and respousibilities for the individual citizcn. Wc wouldn't want localities providing the national
det-ense and we don't want the f-ederal governrnent running our school boards. Along that same line. thc
State o1-Wisconsin, through its Departrnent of Natural Resources. is best able to manage issucs ol-water
quality and lakeshorc'protcction in concert with property owncrs that span multiple townships and
jurisdictions.

l)erhaps the community i,vould be bettcr scrved by lbcusing yor.rr time and efforts on other issucs
plagr,ring the area. such as rarnpant thc11and brcak-ins to homes that serve as the tax base fbr Bass l-akc
l'ou'nship. roglle dogs tliat threatcn citizcns excrcising their right to walk..jog, or bike on local strccts.
or apparcntly abandor-rcd or scvcrc eyesore propertics lhat degradc propcrty valucs and natural bcaut_r'

i,tcl.()SS l[c ttrr,r rrship.

I urge the Board to disr,riss tliis llarved ordinance. ccdc the PAS to the ad,jacent property owncrs (who
havc bcen caring lbr this land in Inany case s 1br gcncrations). tax them appropriately, and hold thcm
accountable (via the DNR) fbr actions in violation o1'1heir rigl-rts and responsibilities.

Ve 11' Rcspcctlirlly.

C'olone I .lanrcs R. Ilackbarth
L.lnitcd States Air lrorce

711012016



July 7'n, 201-6

To: The Town of Bass Lake Board of Supervisors concerning the draft ordinance for the Public Access

Strip (PAS) in Northwoods Beach:Justin Hall, Chairman, Ralph Meixner, Supervisor, JoelValentin,

Supervisor, Doug Mrotek, Dave Aubart, Erica Warshawsky, Clerk, and Kari Aderman, Treasurer.

My name is Brian Stress and my family has owned a cabin on the PAS since the late 1960's on

Grindstone Lake. I was fortunate enough to spend the majority of my summers as a child and into my

adolescents at our cabin on Grindstone Lake. I learned many lessons while spending my summers at

the cabin such as erosion controlof the bank which was not only emphasized by my parents but allof
my neighbors. By the way, as a child and adolescent, I really did not understand what the big deal was

related to erosion control for the bank but was taught not to disturb the bank. To this day, respecting

the bank, erosion control, is constantly being emphasized. I cannot tell you how many times I have been

told not to disturb the bank, ad naseam, by my parents and neighbors. I cannot remember a time when

I saw anyone from the township participate in any activities that involved erosions controlor anything

else related to the bank or access to the water by our family's property.

Then, I was informed by a neighbor about the proposed changes by the Township related to the PAS this

past fall/winter. I attended a Township meeting in December 2Ot6. I briefly spoke in the meeting

suggesting that the Township send letters to owners of the cabins that would be effected by their
proposed ordinance. That notice of such significant changes should be announced to the public through

email, letters, and all other means possible considering the significance of such an ordinance whereas it

was my understanding that most of the people that were going to be impacted by the ordinance did not

live year round in the Township. The board listened to my statements and then voted to NOT NOTIFY

owners of property besides posting on theirwebsite and their usually means. lwas asked to provide my

email address to the secretary who then informed the board that she does not get paid for her time and

seemed quite upset about all of the time she has donated to the Township especially during her

vacations from her paid job (maybe she should get compensated for effort beyond expectations).

Nonetheless, I was very disappointed by the Townships response and it seemed to me that common

sense was not being utilized, based upon my definition of common sense. In addition, last summer lwas
privileged enough to be invited to a county judge being sworn into his position. One of the Supreme

Court Justices of Wisconsin spoke briefly during the ceremony indicating that being a judge is " ...90%o

common sense and IOYy law."

Currently, I have read numerous letters to the township authored by owners of property that would be

impactediftheordinanceispassedascurrentlyproposed. lamnotgoingtogointospecificsaboutmy
concerns related to the ordinance as a result of not wanting to repeat the well-articulated numerous

concerns identified by the property owners. In addition, it is my understanding that the board is only

going to allow 30 minutes for discussion by the community. Putting a time limit on tax payer's

opinions/voices by a board funded by the same tax payers doesn't seem democratic to me for some

reason !



In addition, my work includes interacting with numerous judges and attorneys around Wisconsin. I am

not a lawyer nor am ltrained in law, but it is my understanding that not only the could the township end

up in court for a poor decision but each member of the town board may be sued personally per case law

Hafer vs Melo 1991 us code/t983 (https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/SO2l2t/case.html.)

This is a very serious matter to me, my family as well as other property owners. As such, I am willing to

assist in finding a lawyer as well as initially donate 51,000.00 if necessary to begin to pay for any lawyer

fees to attempt to rectify any decision made by the township board members if necessary. lt is also my

naive understanding that if the town board or persons on the board loses legal precedent in the future

that the plaintiffs' lawyer fees, our lawyer fees, may also be recovered from the board and/or personally

from participants on the board.

Respectfully submitted,

Brian Stress



Board of Supervisors

Town of Bass Lake, Sawyer County
Hayward, Wl, USA

To whom it may concern:
As a concerned citizen, heir apparent, and family member of a generational home (80+ years), I am disappointed by the Bass

Lake Township's unwillingness to work with homeowner regarding this Access ordinance.

First a select few homeowners (approx.50) on Lac Courte Oreilles and Grindstone Lake should not be held accountable for
water quality issues plaguing the entire lakes. Water levels are higher than past years and erosion and maintenance of the
reserve strip has been the undertaking of homeowners abutting the Public Land Strip for generations, Untilthis ordinance mess

cameup, lhadnoideathetownhadanyinterestinthepropertyinfrontof thehouse. Wehaveneverseenapersonfromthe
township offer to maintain this property. All work has been done by the owners and many family members.

I have a few questions. Who will reimburse all current homeowners abutting the property for time spent, time is money, on
maintaining these reserve strips, cost of materials and if structures, which should be grandfathered, are required to be

removed, upon passing of the ordinance, at who's cost?

Because Bass Lake Township has never maintained the property and thus never expressed the ownership responsibilities of a

property owner which were left to the abutting owners for decades and has, in the past and currently, chosen to ignore the
1967 court rulings (stipulations) regardingthe property owners and their rights, I believe the public access strip on each lake

should be deeded over to the adjacent landowners.

I urge the town to delay voting on this ordinance until all residents' questions have been answered in writing and in a

satisfactory manner. The current version of the ordinance is flawed and does not address the stipulations and has errors of fact
-i.e., what 1987 court case? | believe the board needs to do their due diligence regarding this matter and to do this correctly
and all affected taxpayers'voices need to be heard. This has dragged on for more than a year--primarily due to the Town's lack

of duediligenceandaction. Justdeedthepropertiesinthestripsovertothecurrentabuttinghomeowners--problemsolved
and the town makes money every year (taxes) instead of paying for management efforts.

Thank you

Anne Will {Packee)



July 09.2016
Grcgory'A. Hcnning
Courle Oreilles Drive
Northu'oods Beach

lbu n o1'Bass l.ake

Dcar Mcmbers ol'the Bass Lake'lbu,n l]oard:
Unlbrtur.ratelv. I am Llnable to attcnd your meeling on .luly 1 1. 2016. becausc I am away.
I u'ant to sharc some thoughts with yoll. our clected ofllcials. and ollr neighbors.

I f'eel Reason and Common Sense should bc the guidancc wc all usc throughout our lives: both
pcrsonal. and public.

With that in r-nind. I try to look at sonic things tliror"rgh thc cyes ol-the I{easonable Person.

I:irs1.jr"rst a littlc backgrouncl. Our fanily propcrty was purchased by my great grarrdf-athcr..loseph Karl.
somc cighty-nine ycars ago. My dad. Walter Ilcnning. was il volunteer firclighlcr fbr the llass I-akc
Irirc cleparrtmcnt lbr nlany ycars. Wc havc cnioycd. as wcll as givcn back to the communitv.Wc havc
bccn good stcu,ards ol-tl-rc larrd sincc includingthc rcscrvc strip. Wc havc treatcd that land with
rcspccl. ancl striven to preservc the natural lraturc o1'the stecp hillside. We have a stairway to a dock.
ancl storargc lacilities 1br Lrse ol'the boat (not lbrthc boat).Ourvieu'of thc lakc is a flltcrcd vicu'. I lccl
it appropriate to limit the vierv to that. rvith limitcd trinrming to mainlair-r such a vicr,l.

'l'hcsc rights havc bcen an historic. continr-ror.rs occLrrrcucc - ancl allorvccl by thc township lbr
gcrrcratior-rs. 11 is reasonablc to cxpccl thosc rights bc continuoLrsly nraintitinccl. ancl in cll-cct.

I subnrit a reasonable person rvculd llnd rcnroval o1-thosc rights would irnposc an undue. atrd

runrcasonablc hardship otr ad.iaccnt propcrty owncrs.

All an1'ol-us rvanl to clo is err.joy this gili ol'naturc. and thc property purchascd cighty-ninc ),cars ago.

or last rveck. All u,hile maintaining the integrity ol'1he rcserve strip.

We rvant to do that u'ithout rcgulnr unccrtirinty. ancl acconrpanying strcss. None o1-us arc hcrc to add

strcss anci r.tncertaintl to our livcs.

\\ic n'ant to cnjol-'the lake. and arc willing to pay reasonablc taxcs. Culrcrrtly we pay taxes ltrr lakcsiclc
or.vncrship.l think ir reasonable person n,oulcl agrcc.

liurthcrnrore. stairs providc hillsidc acccss lbr lrrclrghtcrs.'l'he clock provides access to r.vatcr dcc;r
cnough to fbr firelrglitcrs to plurp or-rt w'atcr to light a 1rre. I sr"rbmit that a l{easonablc I)crson uoulcl
think that valuablc.

Would a reasonable person concludc it is propcr to holcl a snrall nurnbcr o1-landow'ncrs to a clillcrcnt
standard than all other landowners on all the lakcs rvithin thc'lbr,r'n ol'lJass I-akc?

I agrcc riith the others that thc bcst long term solution to this ongoing turnroil, and uncertainty is tcr

transl-cr thc hillsidc rcscrvc strip to the ad.iaccnt landorvners. and fbr the township to irtcrcase'its
rc\renlle tl-rrough the additional taxes so generated. I am convinced a reasonable person would collcur.

Finalll'. Ibelicve \ve are all neighbors. and custodians of a rich gili o1-nature.

It is rcasonable to expect our tor.r'nship to rvork u,ith landou,ners cooperatively in pr-rrsr-rit o1-a.ius1.

neighborly .joint resolution.

Respectfirlll'.

Gregory'A. Henr-ring


