
To the Town Of Bass Lake Chairman and Suoervisors:

I am writing to you to voice my concerns with the proposed ordinance.

We have owned our property and maintained the strip in question since l-977. During that 39 years, not
once has Bass Lake township made any attempt to maintain the strip of land. I question why after all

this time the board feels it is necessary to hire an individualto "police" this strip and what proven

benefits can be obtained from this move? You claim that it is to protect the ecosystem and water
quality of the lake, however, the fact that this ordinance only affects a small amount of property owners
onthelakeandnotl-00%ofthepropertyownersshootssignificantholesinyourclaim. lwouldliketo
see documentation from a Certified professional that indicates that imposing this ordinance for this
smallgroup of property owners on the lake will have a SIGNIFICANT impact on the lake's ecosystem.

As a landowner, we have been paying taxes based on lake front property. lf this ordinance is passed, is
the Town of Bass Lake prepared to pay back taxes and interest to all of the affected property owners for
over charging the land owners for all of these years?

The platted strip originally stated that we have a sandy beach. l'd like to know what happened to that
sandy beach. The water level is right up to the bank and since we have owned the property because of
icedamningandheavingwehavelostapproximately2'ofthestripinquestion. WherewasBassLake
Township in this process? Shouldn't the township have been trying to prevent this erosion at some
point during the 39 years we have been here? The Township has failed to maintain this property and

has left it to the landowners. As a good steward of the land we have done what we can to try to
minimize the erosion.

I urge the board to vote No to the proposed ordinance and investigate additionaloptions that provide

equality amongst ALL landowners on the lake and not single out just the landowners along the town
reserve strio.

Since re ly,

Edwin C. Bartz



I 4225n' (lourt Oreilles I-alie Drive
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c) .lune 201 6

Messcrs: Justin Flall. Cltairperson. David ALrbart, Ralph Meixuer. Douglas Mrotek, Joel Valentin-fou'n 
Board of Supervrsors-l'ow'n of Bass Lake. Sawycr Countv

[lavu'ard. Wl 54843

Via e-Mail

RII: '['or.vn of Bass I-ake. Salvl'cr C'ountv "Public Acccss":
Plcasc read out loud atthe spe-cial nrcetiirgclf-tlre'lou'n olt Morrclay ll June 2016.
'l'hc culrcnt drafi (Version,l) ordinancc is urracccptablc and shoLrlcl bc rvithdrarvn. lt should nevcr have lrccn
subnrittccl tcl the Torvn lloalcl ttclr provided to thc pLrblie . As r lbrnrer acacjentic it vr,or-rld rate a "D" at bcst ancl as ir
privatc scctor prof-essional it would not havc lrecn'acccptcd.

Rather than list rrrl'spccific coltcenrs and kccp it slrort. I sLrpport the corrccrrrs ol-others r.vlro Irave rvritten lcttcrs
e ltflllcttqirrg/pl'otcitiriglqllg5lilrrtitt!. tltc trrtlinlurcc --tllc-\ ,r.c''ir-r c()nccl'ns as rrell. I'rc only hccrr in c()ntltct \\ illt
t'ltc Pcritrtilbglrdirrg\pccillcs trl'tvct'siolt J of thL' t'r'tlirilrrrcc. I:rccpt p()ssibl\ tlral orrc 1',cr'-'ron. I'rc told n() ()lle
rvhat tcl rvritc or sa1': horvevcr. I havc encourulgr'd thcur ttr parlicipltc in'l'trrr'it actions. iorlething sevcral
Sullcrvist'rt's have circot-tt'agcd. by uriting arrrl ittcnclirrg rrrcictingsl I provicle a brief suinnrary ol'!crrclal prot.rlcnrs
(hr-:ltru ) lirlkrrrcd [r1 strrlgl'stiorrs lor irrr[r'r)\ cntcnt lntl 'ol solrrllorrs.

C.trrrctttdr.aliisliatrgIltlvithprtlblcrllsitlcltrdittgt|rc|lttrr.iccl.
crecssirc \\()rrlittcss. itrtd llossibl\ ctrtttratcttlitrlts'rrrcrltrttkirrq lL'tlcllrl. slirtc. counlv lar,rs arrd lcgrrlatiorrs. lt llie ks
e litrit-r. is rrrislclrdirru look irl thi titlc urrtl llr':t scctitrlts iur,l i,rrrrplrc u itlt cnsrrirrq tcrt. ctlrrlairri lcrrqtlrr clu()le s (nt
tcxt)iiorr various siatLttcs. rcgulations. and guiclclincs il'thcsc ilrangc. it could rtquire lnrencling tlic t'rr.llrrancc rn
thc firtLrre . Rcgarding slatutcs-. regulatious. {uiclclirres nrovc in cntirity (rrot sclcctions rr'hiclr c.'lirlrl bc biasccl)kr
Allperldiccs alrd sirllpll,stale tllat tltc'l'orvlt sgpllorts cach i1 tIe tcxt. I subntitted tg Mr. IIall 

'tl'co'tntcltts(ulrctlitctl. uttpt'oofu'd)critiquing thc drafl linc-'b'r,-linc fbr lorrvarc'ling to thc attonrey.
'l'ltcre 

are sevcral issucs Inixccl in this vcrsion tltat shoLrlcl bc scparatccl:
l. Iloacl access bc scl-ralatcd fl'ont thr- public acccss strips; roacl acccsses should aDDlv to all l'ou,n I{oacluurs

altd Itot.just irt a pinitrn ol-Nr'rlthu,irocls Ilcach (looli.'a1 acccss roads rvcst o{-nt(iris). othcr access loadsirn
lrtkcs in.cluestion. uttd otltcl'lakcs. -l'his 

can bc clonc usinu scparatc clrdiuanccs
). Vcgctation strilt (35-1i.75-tt) is applicablc to all propcrriis ancl slrould hc a separate ordinancc that statcs

tltc-l(r\\ttsttppirrtsstl'()ttgl\tlriscbirectlt lur(l llllltlrDl)arerrtritrlalrrrs:hlll bcleile'rrcdtotlrctrrtrntr trr'l)Nl{
atttltoritics fill:lcllal action. Irrciclcntullr. thc rrutcr:s'ol'(lrincJstoue Lake clou,nstreant to ancl bcvorici alc
\\'atcrs ol'the IJnitecl Statcs ancl are govirnccl hv ll'tlerirl stiltutcs and court flndings inclucling ntt scptic tarrks
tut ltishlY pL-nncablc (sarrdv) soils rv-itlt an clcvirliorr lcss thanl0 li abovc th<: OIIWM hut irr uttachrncnr
tlrcl iil't-'-inclLrclcc'l irt the thil'ilcolunm and holclingtanks(thc bcttcroplit'rn)are included in the llrst colrrntn.

i. PLrtilic access stlips bcfbre ordinancc is linalizc\cl tlrc fiillorving,,pt'it.','.rs ntrst bc thoroughly invcstiqatecl:
a) abandon slripi to adjacerrt olabrrtting pfopcrt-\ o\\ncls (prccidcrrt cxists in'l'own of liasi I-akc):'
b) scllstrips(rarr latrd') toad.jacerrlollrlirttiriglli'trpcrtl t'n:ncls(prceedenl exislsirrlosnol'Ilir:sl.irkc,t:
u) tlcrclop,it clcar altd.itrst oitlirltttcc irt rrlric'fi. lll pr'.rp,-'r'tics (orrrrers,) arc trcatcd cqrrall_r (e'ir il rig.litsl tlrrrr

--ttte lttdc allccted l)r()pcl.l) o\\rtcrs rn d|lrlirng ()r'dinance (properly ()\\ncrs prcparcd to dtr tlris rrrtti:):
--e nsurc tlritl grarrdlirtlrcr iirg (Wise orr:irrl( otrir(1 slatrrtes/rc'grr'latirlns) is lddrcssed adcrlrrlrtcl-r:'
--tcnu()us issrics bc litllr dtictrrncntctl (lllis ilnt)[ics to trll rrait ics):
--trtilizc a ptrsilirc ltpDti'aclt irtstcird ()l'll tllfLllilcrring. ncsalivc anul'rraclt.

d) at tlrc April 10 161,'irrr ol'llass l.ukc Arrrrrrrl Mecti]rs. iirrroliori f,'o'r'' a properl\ o\\llcl'thtt uus rrrletl
ttpott attd passcd tltal t'ct;ttcslctl llnal closrrrc b-r tlrc Aprill0lT Arrrrual Mceiing-allorringadccltrilte tintu
tci address thc issttc. No\rltere rvas it suggcstc'd that an carlier date u,as needccl: thc Torr:rr attorncr
delal'cd cf-f'orts turtillhe last days (hours)*a clclay of approxirnately 7 rrontlrs. aird norr'. alicr receirrnr.r
Veriion4of'theordinanceon i4iune20l6,rvtithepcoplc.havibeentoldtorespondbv ll.lulr
2016-less than 30 days rvith a special nrecting nrnrored'to be about 30 rninutes lbng.

4. If itenr 3 is not resolved sltisfactorilv. nrilisation irr corrrt action coLrld result. CoLrft act.iou is nclt nrr
prcl'crred coulse of action.

Ianr ittv'olved in this lbrthe people of the'l'cnvu, rrot solely fbr nysclf or n-ry,farrily.

Sincerely.

T,/non/C, ?ackee, Sr,
ffiD.:CertifiedForester.CertifledProfcssionalSoi|Scientist
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Erica Warshawsky

From: "MicheleHall"<nrahall22(grhotnrail.conr>
Datc: Monday'. July 11,20169 15 AM
To: "Me - Michele tlall" <rlahall22l@hotnrail.conr>; <ericaw@basslakewi.gov>; "Paul Ostroot"

<conservat ion stri p*4lgmai l.cotn>
Sub.ject: 'l'orvn of Bass Lakc. Sawyer County'Ordinance Regarding the I,ublic Reserve Strips Located in the

Nclrthrvoods Beach Subdivision

.luly I ltn.20l6

'l'hc fbllolvirrg lettcr should bc distributed to cach board rnember.

postcd on the llass l-akc 1'olvnship rvcbsite. rcad ou1 loud at the.luly
I l. 2016 rnccting. and crrtcred iltto the adrninistrativc rccord.

'l'o: 'l'hc 'l'own ol'llass Lake lloarcl ol'Supt'rvisors concL-r'ning thc
drali orclinance fbr thc l)ublic Access Strip (l)n S) in Nortlin'oods
Ilcach: Jr,rstin I lal l. C'hairntan. I{alph Mcixncr. Supcrvisor. .locl
Valer.rtirr" Supervisor. I)oLrg Mrotck. I)avc ALrbart. I..rica
Warsliarvsky. Clcrk. and Kari Aclclrnan.'l'rcasurcr.

Many previously submittcd lctters idcntily llic nrarry issucs with thc ordinancc.
so rathcr than rcpcating the sanrc conccrns. I will sinrply statc tl-rat I agree with
thc prcvious lcttcrs concerning this issLrc.

My nat.tic is Michclc IIall ancl rry lirmill'hars ou'ncd land ad.iacent
to the PAS lbr ovcr 80 years. a citbin on that sanrc lancl lbr over 55

)'cars. ancl acccssed a boat hor.rsc/shcd ancl stairs/bcnch on the
ad.iacer-rt land lbr approximatcll, ,55 years. Irour generatior-rs ol-
1ami11' nrembcrs havc grou'n up vacationing on Lakc Court
Oreillcs. Irour generations have travclcd ncar and l-ar (n-rinimum S

hours by car. llights f}om ou1 ol'state. driving 32 hor"rrs liorrr
distant statcs) to.joirr togetlter to spcncl valuablc tirtre crcating
memories in the cabin and on the lakc. I u'ill be o\vner of this
property irr the firture.

This is a very serious natter to myself and rny family as our way
o1- living on the lake 1br our entire lives fbr my nrother, aunts and
uncles. sisters. nieces/nephews/cc'nsins, miuc and ury children is
nou' ir-r.jeopardy. 'l'his process has created great stress in our
fan-rily. I 1-cel we are being descriminated against as the remainder
of thc lakc is not beins subiect 1o the same criteria listed in this
ordinance.

7 t11t2016



Last week as I took boat to the shoreline in a family reunion at the
cabirr. I was disturbed to see on the shoreline everything we are
subiected to in tl-ris ordinance other propertv owners not included
in this ordinance are not being subjected to. T'hey can ltave
boathouses/sheds - we can not. They can have stairs to traversc a
hill - u,e can not. (see appendix A - stairs are still on thc list) They
can have a bench - we can not. -l'hey 

can have a swing
overlooking the bluff - wc can not. 'l-he list goes on and on. I'll
takc a gr"restitnate there could be 3,000 cabins on thc lakc. I am
llabbcrgasted as 1o why our sntall numbcr of PAS properties and
docks arc bcing subjectcd to such unreasonablc rcquests/demands
as we arc onl,v 1o/ott-t 2% of thc cntire lakc. 'l'hcsc arc rcquests (or
shall I say threals which I rcally don't apprcciate) to take dow,n
strllctrlrcs (in unreasonable tintclrantes) lhat have been in place lbr
not.iust onc ycar. nol,jtrst 5 ycars. r-ro1-iust l0 ycars.....but over 50
ycars! If squatters rights applicd hcre rclertccl to Aclvcrse

Possession (Wisconsin Statc Larv (Statutc 893. Sr-rb-chapter III))

n'hich I suspect thcy don't duc to thc govcntrlcnt owning this

property then we woulcl orvn this propcrty oLrtright at this point. I

n'ould suggesl thcse lots be convcrtcc'l to bc c'rwnccl b1' cach

ad.iaccnt propcrty owncr to be consistcnt with how the rernaindcr

ol'thc propcrtl' works on this lakc.

As I explain what thc ordinancc clocs to our way'ol'living on the
lakc plcasc considcr hor,r,'tliis ntay lccl to yor-r persor-rally Jr"rstin.
Ralph. Joel" Doug. Davc. Irrica" and Kari il'your lamily r.r'as bcing
lbrced into thc sanrc situation. Wc are ir-rr-toccnt and arc bcing
pullcd into a legal battle w,e are not instigating. We would prcl'cr
to ou'n this land oLrtriglit and clir-ninate firturc thrcats. Whcn we
comc to thc cabin rvc expcct r,ve will havc access to tl-re rvater. We
arc located on a huge hill ancl havc around 40 stcps to clintb. We
are winded b1' thc tinrc wc clirlb thcm and rvhcn you go don'n. i1'

yoll are lucky enough to havc knecs and strcngth to utake it dor,r'n,
you nrily want to sit on a sa1'c and stable surl'acc to watch thc water
activilies as manv cldcrly lamily members havc donc in thc past.
'l'herc is a saf'e bencl-r accessiblc Ibrthis pllrpose. If yor.r go down
to thc lake there are likcly many items you will need to enjoy
yoursell. It alrcadl, takes rttany hands to carry dowtr any fbod.
beverages. surblock, cameras. bcach towcls ctc. We prefer to store
items related to water activitics at tl-re lakell'ont and not carry them
down and r-rp 40 steps or utore cve lv tirle you want to access them.
Everl'one else on the lake is able to enjoy a shed to store thesc
iterrs....why can't we keep our shed as this is an undue hardship
that will be placed or.r us? Sorneone may want to go fbr a kayak
ride. . . .the paddle and lif'e .iacket is in tl-re shed. A child rnay want

Pagc 2 o1'.{
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to try'to catch some minnows.....the tool lorthat is in the shed.
Perhaps a little skiing - the skis are in the shed. l'he list goes on -

we need the ability to store some minor items at the lake fiont to
make this expcrience enjoyable and not stressful. Why else does
everyone else on the lake have a shed? Why can't we?

Clan 1,ou imagine what it will take to try to store our pier at the
hilltop? It's alrcady hard enough to llnd people to work and hclp at
thc cabin. Now we would necd 1o hire someone to carry the picr
tup 40 plus llights ol'stairs? -l'his 

is an outragcous requirernent in
this ordinancc. Our hill has not been made any ntorc unstable fionr
the pier being stored over the winter on thc hill ovcr thc last 50
years. We havc plcnty o1'trees and vcgctation to accommodatc thc
picr n,ithout any erosior-r as tltis has bcen thc proccss used over tlte
last 50 ycars. '['lie erosion wc ltavc is ll'onr thc high lakc u'aler
rvliich is crcating a pockct o1-u,ater uncler tlie hillal tltc basc
because the u,artcr is so high. I rcrncrtrbcr as a kid walking thc
shorclir-rc and not getting rny [-cct rvct becausc tltc water ended a1 a
point and thc rcmaining shorcline was rocks. Repeat - I wouldn't
even get my f-cct wct. Pleasc allon, Lls to storc our picr on the hill
ovcr thc winte r months. It is not rcasonablc Ior our pier or any
other property owner lbr thal ntatter, to be requircd to carry items
likc this up a hill.

Ancl I hilvcn't even addrcssccl thc stairs! What il'you takc away tl-re

stairs? It is. alier all. on thc list in thc Appcndix. It is no.joke. It is
a docunrcntcd threat - a vcrv rcal tlircat to us. 'l'his will prcvcnt us
Ironr using the lake shorc at our cabin ancl rccluirc us to cntcr at
some other area - not at our hor-r"rc. l'his convcrts this cabin into
NO-l' being a lakc house. 'l'his is signifrcant. Plcasc take note that
this is an Llureilsonable itcnr in thc orclinancc to rcl-uove stairs at a
lLrturc point lor anyone. Pcoplc only put r-rp slairs for saf-ety.

Il'by some r"rnf'avorable chancc that this ordinancc is passcd I don't
understancl how any of thc propcrtl- owncrs rvould be required to
remove or tear dou'n anything on land - rcpeat - land that does that
not belong to thern. In sonre cascs. cabins have been passed on
through generations or sold outright. If thc PAS is not the property
owncr's land hon should they be reqLrired to either by their own
hand or b1' hiring a u,orker rellove any structr-rre on that property?

What most property owners u,ant is to be either grandfathered witl-r
thcir cxisting structures that havc bcen there fbr decades. with the
ability to maintain them as they need repair OR to have the land be
transferred to them. Let's stop this threat and focus on more
important and constructive areas in the cornmunitv.

Page 3 of4
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Mr. Ostroot. tharrk y'ou for your time and etfort related to this
lnatter. please f-ecl liee to fbrn'ard this letter to anyone you deern
appropriatc and include me on any future correspondence whether
legal or not rclated to this mattcr.

And to 'l'hc Board. please considcr my above thoughts dcep in your
heart as this land is r.ncant lbr all to bc cniol'ed. Pleasc hclp bring
ollr comnlluritv back togcther again. Let's please rnake your
decisions in tliis matter liom what a reasonablc person wor.rld
ciecidc uncler all the circumstanccs. 'l'hcrc are ntany innocent
pcople being pullcd into this - lct thent be the true winners in this
issue and trot disrr-rpt our fantilics'u'oy o1-lil-c irr The Northwoods
[]cach arca.

Rcspcclfr-rl ly submittcd.

Michele IIall
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Erica Warshawsky

Fronr: "Bruce Miller" -:rvisconsinspirrdoctor@yahoo.cont>
Date: Monday. July I | , 20 l6 l2:01 PM
To: <ericarv(@basslakewi.gov>
Subject: Letter fionr Brucc Miller and Chris Fullerton

T'he./bllowing letter .should be clislrihutetl to euch bourd ntembcr, ps'ted on the Bo,s,s Luke T'ov,nshilt
vcbsila, reud oul loucl ut tha.luly 11. 2016 nteeting, uncl enlcrecl into the uclntini.ytrcttiye record.

,luly ll,2016
Ila: I'}ublic Ac'ce,ss Strin Ordinuncc

'l'O: 
llcrs^t Lukc T'ov'nship llourd of Supervisors;

I;ROM..
llt'trca lVlillcr und Chri,s [;ullerton
11210 I'oplur
'linrn of Buss Luka
I I u1'tt' u r d. W i,s c' o n.s' i n

Iwill ba brie./. r1.s u rc.sidcnl who hus'ov,nctl thi,s ytroltcrly, I huve losl1,thul in neurly 30 yaurs. v'c huya
bccn uv'urc how./i'ugilc our environmenl i.s on lhcsc lukes. Our hfi./br zone.t, unlike ,s'o ntut'h propart.t'
tu'ottntl I hcsc luke,s' i.; i nluc'1.

.'1,s urt udt,oc'ulc./itr otrr luka.;, u,\'u long limc l)rc,sidcnl ol tha Grincl,s'tone Luke A.y.sociulion, uncl us tnt
trc'liva c'ili:an, I huva v'orkccl c'lose11,v,ilh Slula, ('out't11: und'l'ribul lcudar.s in c'on.scrt'ulion, lukc
1tt'olac'liott uncl ntunl' olher luncl u,s'e und.fi.shary i,\'.tue.\'.

.,1.s tr trtcmber o/ the Suv'1,ev ('ottttly lJourd of Sttpct't,i.;or.s'fbr eight 1'eur5, unc{ thc I/ic'e-('huir d thc
L'otttll-t",t /,onittg('onuttiltac fitr ntuch o.f'nt.y, linte of'sct'vit'c. Iwill./i'unkly.su1, lhut I do rutl bclieyc thr.s

ortlinunce ^shotrlclpus.s. I./ind il loo broud, oycrrcuching, und ruguc, us v,ell us hut,ing, un uppaurunt'a of
hcing urbilrury untl c'upric'ious'. It ntuy crcluulll'ot,ct'.slap u'l'oy'n's uhility lo be lukings'uc'h un uc'liort
ot,ar uncl ul-;ot,c ('ounly.,Slulc und'li'ibul ,slultrla.s', r'agululion.s', ttnd (:onL'ern,\'.'l'hat aktnc.;ltould maril
no: ntot,ing fbrv'urd tonighL

l'..s.sanliull1', in lhe end. I bclieve thul lhc only s77i hcs'l .solulion lhul bcna./it.s lhc'l'otr,n of llus'.; Luka untl
lha pt'operly'ov'ncrs', i.s lo deed lhc proparll'lo tha udjuc'cnt ;troperly ov,ners'. I huvc becn told /hul tltc
I(^rn L'(ttttt(tt tlo lhttl

I tltt nttl htlictc' Ihttt.

7'ha lovn cun and.yhoultl do lhut IIr the lov'n hu.y uc'tuul owncr^rhip.

'l'he tlue.slion o.f rnrner.ship is un interesting one. Ihut,e only seen re.ference to the ^strip being uvuiluble
to lhc puhlic us purl o/'u decuc{es old./hileel lund developer's mcu'keling schente. I huve nerer s'een u
proof tt,s lo v,ho reull\, "owns'" lhe lund. Who tlid Tony ll/i.se ucquire it.fi'om'? Could the State, the
('ounty, or lhe LCO Tribe muke un equully yulid cluim o.f'ov,nership? Or, mayhe it's the udjucent
7'sroperty ov)ners v,ho./br decades huve wutchcd over lhis'property be considered the rightful sley,cu'ds ol
thi.s lund. Without Tov,n involventenl, does the princ'iple of uclverse possession become highly releyunt'?
T()() ntLIn) qtt(.\!i()n.\. ttto ft'tt (tn.\rl'Crs.
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There huve been muny letters thul idenli/y the ntany issue.s v,ilh lhe ordinunce, s'o ralher conliruting on
repeulinglhe sume conccrn.\, I v,ill simply slcrle thul I agr"ee v,ilh lhe previotts'lefters conccrning lhi.s

i.s.t tte .

I ./ecl .slrongll, thul the,sc issue,; untl conc'ern.\ huye not been udclre,s.scd by the Tov,n Botn'cl.

Iurgenll.l'rcquesl thut you eilhcr role lo nol moye./itrtt,urclv,ith this.flav,etl ortlinunce, or ul untininttrtu
Tttrl il on hold until mora que.;lion.s ure an,s'warcd,

I, tf cour.sc, q\/br lo v'orkwith you to.fintl u.fuir unt{ cquitublc solution to thi,s'quunclary v'c notr.fincl
otrrsc lvc s in I oge lhcr.

11/ith Racurd.;.
Brtrce !t4iller & ('hri.s I.-ullarton
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The following letter should be distributed to each board member, posted on the Bass Lake Township
website, read out loud at the July 1,1,201-6 meeting, and entered into the administrative record.

July 10, 2016

Re: Public Access Strip Ordinance

Dear Bass Lake Township Board of Supervisors:

After much consideration, I am writing this letter as an affected heir of current year round residents in
the Bass Lake community. Myfamily has owned a generational home on Courte Oreilles Lake Drive
since the late l-920s. For more than 85 years, myfamily has proactively cared forand maintained this
property- including the Public Access Strip that falls between our property and the lake shore. In all
those years, never once has anyone in our family (or those of our neighbors) done anything that would
erode or destroy the lake shore or water quality.

While I realize the catalyst for this ordinance was the fact that someone cut down trees on the PAS,

there is Iittle evidence that their intent was to destabilize the shoreline and cause erosion. I do not
believe that any of the 50+ property owners affected by this ordinance would intentionally or
maliciously do anything to damage the beautiful, naturalsetting we are able to enjoy here on Lac Courte
Oreilles and Grindstone. Over the years, I have only witnessed people caring for their property and the
PAS without thought to ownership, in an effort to prevent erosion and destabilization.

I agree with other members of this community that the ordinance, as proposed, is punitive in nature and
does nothing but create angst and frustration among the people who the Board is supposed to serve. I

also believe that the only solution that benefits the Town of Bass Lake and the property owners, is to
deed the property to the adjacent property owners and collect additional taxes on the property.

However, overthe lastyearand half, lhave seen onlydivisive politicalanglingfrom the Planning
Commission and the Board. lt has become so contentious that several homeowners are seeking to sell
properties that are affected by this ordinance. lt is unfortunate that, while seeking to solve some
perceived wrong, the Town Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors has alienated so many
property owners in their community. This was exacerbated by the original attempt to pass the
ordinance without notification to homeowners, and without fully listening to our concerns, or
satisfactorily answering questions regarding the implications and ramifications of the ordinance.

There have been many letters that identify the many issues with the ordinance, so rather than repeating
the same concerns, lwill simply state that lagree with the previous letters concerning this issue. lfeel
strongly that these issues and concerns have not been addressed by the Board or the Planning
Commission. Frankly, lfeelthat over these many months, members of the Board sought to simply
"placate" the owners by telling us what we want to hear, rather than showing any actual action to
remedy the issues with the currently proposed ordinance. l, like many others, believe the solution does
not just lie with "rewriting" or "revising" the proposed ordinance. lt is deeply flawed, ignores
generations of goodwill, and contradicts the 1967 court rulings and stipulations.

Frankly, I do not understand the Town's sudden wish to "lord" over a piece of property that has been
ignored nearly all of its existence. lt feels distinctly like a "power grab" and nothing more. lt is difficult
to believe that suddenly, after more than 50 years of inaction and neglect, the Town needs or wants the



property. On the PAS abutting myfamily's propertyalone, there are severaltreesthat pose safety risks

to my parents and their home. Severalyears ago, on a day with no weather factors, a large tree limb fell
and nearly hit my father. He was injured by debris from the falling limb- on Town property. Had he not
had years of experience in forestry and logging that allowed him to identify the sound of the limb
cracking, I hesitate to wonder what may have happened. This is simply evidence that, after years of
Town neglect, there are many trees that need to be evaluated for safetv. Willthe Town take on that
responsibility and cost for the entirety of the PAS?

Currently, the Town is assuming that all PAS property owners will deliberately and willfully destroy the
shoreline and water quality of the affected lakes. This is patently false- the actions of a few do not
reflect the actions or intent of many- as we have learned in our nation over the last week. lf the Town
seeks to revise the ordinance, yet again, then I suggest the following verbiage:

The Town of Boss Loke recognizes ond appreciotes the stewordship that the majority of
obutting property owners hove procticed for decodes to mointoin the integrity of the Public
Access Strip. Therefore, all previous uses and structures ore grandfathered to the effective
dote of this ordinonce. The obutting property owners will hove exclusive use ond ownership
of the structures ond improvements on the Public Access Strip os many abutting property
owners were told ond believed. Any odditionol improvements must be done in consultotion
with the Town.

Additionally, the Town Board will instruct its ottorney to begin the legal process to tronsfer
ownership, in o timely monner, to obutting property owners, os the Town hos no need, or use

for the Public Access Strip. After such time that ownership is tronsferred, the Town will
ossess ond collect oppropriate property tsxes. Until the PAS ownership is transferred, the
Town of Boss Lake is lioble for ony and all incidents occurring on the Public Access Strip.
Once ownership hos been fully tronsferred to the abutting property owners, the PAS will no
longer be o divisive foctor in our community of committed homeowners.

This is the simplest, and most logical step for the Town Board to take in this situation. Any ordinance
must benefit both property owners and the Town- this is a solution that does both. lt also resolves this
issue in finalitv.

Should the Town pass the currently proposed ordinance, lfear that it will become an issue that divides
our community for many years to come as it will be tied up in lengthy, but necessary, litigation.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,



Richard Laumer 7514N Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Dr. Flawvard WI 54843
7 /r01201.6

Town or Bass Lake Board of Supervisors

We purchased our property at the above address in 1,997 aware of the Public Access
Strip IPASJ. Then chairman I believe, Pete Sanders when confronted on what could
be done on the slope said "be good stewards".
At that time the PAS hillside vegetation had been cut to a length of 6", the "stairway"
to the water was a series of notches or treads cut into the hillside dirt slope with the
bacl<s of chairs used to hold the riser portion of the cut in place. When it rained
heavily you could watch the waterfall of mud and debris run to the lal<e. With Bass
Lake Townships active management plan of the PAS in place, Iwould like to know
how this occurred.
I installed a correct and proper stairway at my expense to remediate the issue as
well as planting vegetation to hold the soil in place.

Our property was referred to by Paul Ostroot and the timber trespass. I cut 5
poplar trees. They were a hazard, two lost their tops in windstorm and the others
were diseased and inhibiting the growth of the hardwoods and pines as explained
by an active forester when consulted how to enhance the extsting trees on the
property. Not once did the'l'own asl< me as to what I was doing...the town went
right to the timber trespass route. Scem to be the modus operand of the
town...punitive. Oh.,.as a result of the diseased trees removal, the hardwoods and
pines are flourishing nicelyl

My, look at the original draft of the ordinance...among the numerous punitive
measures proposed one that singles me out directly, "No boat shall be moored
closer than 300ft from shore". lt doesn't go unnoticed that I'm one of the only
people that moors a boat on the lake. The DNR allows mooring up to 150'from
shore.

My family and I come to the lake to recreate, relax and enjoy friends and neighbors.
The Town of Bass Lal<e has done nothing to enhance these pursuits...quite the
opposite. We now have moved to anothcr part of the lake. Part of that was fueled
by the notion that we would not get fair treatment in the future when we decided on
enhancing our property.

You may want to think about the future "actions" of the board and how they are
impacting the ad jacent property owners of the PAS...how much of this punitive
activity will people accept before they move on negatively affecting property values,
the tax base and the good stewardship of the PAS.



Richard Laumer 7514N Lac Courte Oreilles Lake Dr, t{avward WI 54843

You will find no better stewards of the PAS than the people that are adjacent to it.
I urge the Board to not pass this ordinance, by what ever means, transfer the PAS to
the adjacent property owner.

I will join Brian Stress and others, contributing financially to fight this ordinance if it
passes.

Richard Laumer



Rc: Public Access Strip Ordinance

'lb: 'fhe'lown o1-Bass Lake Board of Supervisors

M1' nantc is Ron l"rischmann and my lamily has owned a cabin along the LCO Public Access
Strip (PAS) srrip since 1964.

Iconsider m1'scl1'extrctlely lbrtunate to have been able to spend nty summers enjoying tinre orr
such a pristinc lake and its wonderfr-rl surroundings. Alicr rcading ntany letters fiom concenrccl
propcrtv owncrs/tax paycrs like rlysell. it was comfbrtirrg to find that so malty othcrs share the
silltte concerlls. I u'ill not includc all tlie particulars. but u,ould likc it to be knowr-r that I support
and agree with their lettcrs.

We have bccn raiscd to take care of thc PAS as il' it was our own. It was nty parents that taught
Lls as youllg kids thc intporlance o1'nraintaining thc natural beauty of this slope and protccting it
1l'onr crosion. 'l'he part I lind most troubling is that in the 52 years ol'owning this property. it is
onll'uow'that the'lbwn of llass [-ake ltels they nccd to takc strictcr control over this lancl:
changing ltorv ll,c havc been Lrsing it lilr decadcs.

-l'his 
sntall section of the LCO shoreline knor.vn as the PAS has renraincd almost cntircly

ttnchanged lbr as long as I can rcnteurbcr and I challcnge anyone to look back in tir-ne and fincl
anothcr placc rvhcre they can sav is still thc santc.

So. ri'h)'now'. at this monrcnt in time. is Ilerss I-akc pushing to take such strict control of this
lancl'l Isn't it comntot.t seuse that the oncs tliat would knou,ntost about the PAS and would n,anl
to takc carc of il thc most are the people r,vho own thc ad.iacent land? Alicr all. this is the only
thing protectirrg our property frorn the water cdgc.

I arl rcally challcrrged to see what we have done wrong and why tliis ordinancc is really
ltcccssary. It is natural to wonder. is this a parl of somc special agenda. intcntior-rally lcaving
many in the dark while all of this r.r,as taking place'/

I1-this ordinance is passed. it will allbct all of us. in onc way or another. and change the u,ay wc
arc able to cnioy' our time in the Northwoods fbr gencrations to conte. l'his cannot be relr.rted.
It rcttrains illusii,'e as to why the board f'eels tlic nccd to take this action. We have all becn good
steu'ards of this land and have done what we can to protect it. There is no reason whv anyone
*'ould \vant to see it cornpromised.

Altltough you consider the PAS to be such a "Precions Land." I can't remernber a sincle time



altvone representing Bass Lake has come out to look at the cor-rdition of tl-ris property.
Something o1'such value wor-rld rnerit a sllrvey o1'the properly and cooperation rvith us to come
up u,ith a plan. if needed to ensure its integritl,.

I ask you to plcasc vote NO to the proposed ordinancc and work with us on a reasonable
conrpromise or to simply deed the property and collcct additional taxes.

't'hank 
y'or,r for your attention and thoughtful consideration.

Ron Iirischnraurl


