Notice of Pending Application and Public Informational Meeting for Ordered Water Level and Operation Amendment

On September 14, 2022, the Department of Natural Resources (Department) received a petition from Whitefish Lake Property
Owners Association (WLPOA) to amend the ordered water levels for the Billy Boy Dam set by decision 2-WP-929 issued
September 1, 1955. On October 26, 2023 and December 10, 2024, Sawyer County requested additional amendments to the
2022 WLPOA petition. The Billy Boy Dam is located in the SW1/4 SE1/4 of Section 19, Township 39N, Range 8W andis
approximately 4 miles downstream from the Thoroughfare Road bridge.

The WLPOA petition requests a 0.5-foot (6-inch) increase in the ordered maximum level and a 0.39-ft (4.7-inch) increase in
the ordered minimum. In addition, Sawyer County requested to maintain the ordered minimum level from the existing 1955
order and that when the water level is above the proposed ordered maximum and needs to be lowered to remain in
compliance, the gates of the dam be operated in a way that does not cause erosion in the channel below the dam or between
the connected lakes upstream of the dam. Sawyer County also requested that when levels are below the ordered minimum,
language in the order will be amended to prevent all gates from being closed immediately. This will also ensure that minimum
flows will be passed in accordance with Ch 31.34, Wisconsin Statutes. Sawyer County also requested that water level
measurements be taken from the gauge located on the west side of the Thoroughfare Road bridge piling. This gauge was
established by Sawyer County on April 19, 2021.

The Department will continue to review the petitions, and any information submitted to the Department during the public
comment period.

The Department has made a tentative determination that it will authorize the WLPOA proposed maximum ordered level, and
the Sawyer County proposed operations amendments. The ordered minimum will remain as is in decision 2-WP-929. To see
the petitions and other associated information, please visit the Department’s permit tracking website at

https /ipermits. dnr.wi.goviwater/SitePages/Permit%20Search aspx and search using the keyword “Whitefish Lake Property
Owners Association”.

Reasonable accommodation, including the provision of informational material in an alternative format, will be provided for
qualified individuals with disabilities upon request.

WLPOA will host a public informational meeting on December 15, 2025 from 11:00am to 1:00pm, at the Sevenwinds
Conference Center, 13767 W County Road B, 13767 Co Rd B, Hayward, W1 54843.

where members of the public can learn more about the petition to amend the water level and dam operations and submit
written or oral comments.

Any person may submit comments to Jacob Druffner (DNR Water Management Engineer) by phone (715) 461-0158 or email

Jacob Druffner@wisconsin.gov or Dan Harrington (DNR Water Management Specialist) by phone at (715) 733-0019 or email
Dan.Harrington@wisconsin.gov. Alternatively, comments can be submitted in written form to 810 W Maple St. Spooner, W
54801.

After the comment period has ended on December 25, 2025, at midnight, the Department shall render a decision that
approves, modifies, or denies the order that is the subject of the petitions by mailing the decision to the applicant.

The final decision may be appealed as indicated in the decision document.
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